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Declaration of Independence and Friendship

We hereby create the New Republic of Texas (NRT) and declare it to be a free nation independent of all others, including the United States of America (USA) and its various States. However, this is not a “secession” in the usual sense. We and other Texans and Americans want the freedom that many of us fought and died for over a century ago, but the ever-expanding US government has consistently violated our rights (and its Constitution) instead of protecting them. However, we recognize that many people are blind to the situation or actually prefer the statist quo, or are even dependent upon it. Therefore, we want independence only for ourselves and other Texans who truly understand and want it, not for those who are content to kiss the iron fists of their oppressors or for whom ignorance is bliss. So, we do not want to “take over” Texas; we merely wish to live in peace and friendship with the people and governments of the world, or at the very least, to be left alone by them. We are willing to work together with others who share our goal and our libertarian principles using peaceful means. 

Our authority to declare our independence comes from multiple sources. The most important is simply the right of a free and responsible people to govern themselves. This is the foundation for America’s own Declaration of Independence and Constitution, so it is not only established as a moral and legal principle under common law, it’s also recognized as the basis for America in the first place. Thus, refusing to recognize our right to create the NRT as an independent nation would be the same as refusing to recognize America’s original right to be free. 

More specific sources for our authority to create the NRT and declare independence include America’s own Declaration of Independence (“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all [natural persons] are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness -- That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted..., deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it... it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government...") and even the current 1876 Constitution of the State of Texas, Article 1, Sec. 2 (“All political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit. The faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to the preservation of a republican form of government, and, subject to this limitation only, they have at all times the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish their government in such manner as they may think expedient.“) which is protected from US interference by the Bill of Rights in the US Constitution, under the 9th and 10th Amendments (“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.”) so even ignoring the philosophical grounds noted earlier, our right to create the NRT and declare independence is recognized even in current US and Texas law. Thus, what we are doing here is perfectly legal, and the NRT is a valid country created in compliance with US, Texas, international, and common law. As a separate free nation, of course, it’s not subject to US or Texas law; it has sovereign immunity against all other countries.

Our first new citizens signed up and began starting the NRT on 9/2/2005, so we count 9/2/2005 as the start of the NRT and the effective date of this Declaration, even though it was not printed in this form until later. 

Our ultimate goal is the complete liberation of Texas (the area within the 1845 borders of the Republic of Texas) from the US occupation government, peacefully, with the consent of the people, when they are ready. But we don’t know if this will ever happen, nor is it really necessary. So our interim goal is a peace treaty with the US under which our rights are respected instead of violated. Under such a treaty, the people of Texas will each be able to choose individually whether to be governed by the US, the RT, or both. Thus, we are not “taking over”, we are not actually changing or abolishing the US or any State government, we are creating a separate government and giving everyone freedom of choice. Those who wish to remain US citizens and continue supporting the US government may continue to do so. We just want a new libertarian government for ourselves and whoever else wants it; we don’t want to impose it upon anyone else who doesn’t want it. This is the most practical and considerate way for people to exercise their right to alter their government as recognized by the Texas Constitution as mentioned above; that is, we are only changing our government, not everyone else’s. We are not violent criminals or terrorists; we are peaceful, responsible Texans exercising our rights as recognized by US, Texas, international, and common law. Thus, there is no need to oppose us, as even our complete success would not harm anyone. 

Our fundamental law is the Non-Aggression Principle (NAP): Do not initiate force or fraud against anyone else’s person or property. In other words, except for self-defense, don’t harm others, don’t harm or steal their property, don’t break your word, don’t try to coerce anyone by threatening to do any of these things, and don’t encourage anyone to do any of these things. This is the supreme natural law for all sentient beings, and also the fundamental principle on which America was founded. Liberty is freedom from violations of NAP, it is the condition achieved when everyone abides by NAP. This liberty is the inherent right of all people, it is our birthright, regardless of where it comes from. It is the reason that everyone has the right to individually secede and declare independence, no matter what anyone else says. 

Declarations and Constitutions and governments do not grant rights to the individual, they only recognize rights that individuals already have. Individuals delegate rights and powers to governments, not the other way around. In the final analysis, governments don't have any inherent rights of their own; they're just voluntary organizations formed and governed by contracts with their individual members. The sole legitimate purpose and power of government is to help protect the rights of the people under NAP. We therefore hereby create the NRT for this purpose, to help protect the rights of NRT citizens under NAP. 

This Declaration is not being signed because some of us want to remain anonymous for fear of reprisal.

That is of course further evidence that we need this Declaration.
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